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Al-hamdu lilldh. Indeed, all praise is due to Allah. We praise Him 
and seek His help and forgiveness. We seek refuge with Allah from 
our souls’ evils and our wrong doings. He whom Allah guides, no one 
can misguide; and he whom He misguides, no one can guide. 
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This Book 

Our goal in this book, which is the second in “The Inevitable Journey” 
series, is to present a comprehensive understanding of the “Islamic 
Law of Inheritance” (Urn ul-Faraid), and to guide Muslims in writing 
a well-founded will. 

Therefore, we reserve the first part of the book for studying the 
Islamic Law of Inheritance. We lay down its textual foundation 
(Chapter 2), present its fundamental rules (Chapter 3), and provide 
numerous examples and case studies (mostly in Chapter 4). Among the 
reasons for this study are the following: 

1 ) The Islamic Law of Inheritance is an essential complement to the 
subject of will-writing. Both of them need to be considered when 
an estate is divided. 

2) A good understanding of this law would enable Muslims to write 
well-founded wills, especially those living in non-Islamic countries 
where the divine law of inheritance is not normally applied. This 
would make their will more precise and acceptable by the non- 
Muslim authorities, and would help limit unfairness in dividing the 
estate. 

3) Imams, executors, and other persons responsible for dividing an 
estate should have a basic knowledge of the Islamic Law of 
Inheritance. 

4) There is a clear need for an English reference and/or textbook on 
the subject of Islamic inheritance for students of Islamic studies. 

We feel that this book, all praise is to Allah, can serve all of the 
above purposes. In addition, guidelines and instructions for will-writing 
are fully covered in the last chapter, which is followed, in the 
appendices, by complete and ready-to-fill will forms. 

The tables and diagrams in this book are all original and highly 
instructional, especially the chart of shares (p. 38), the flow-charts of 
male heirs (p. 34) and female heirs (p. 35), and the will (Appendix I) 
and other associated forms (Appendix II). 
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In this (second) edition of the book, we have corrected mistakes 
that we discovered in the previous edition (which was titled “The Final 
Bequest”). Furthermore, we have added many examples of estate- 
division, rearranged the book to place more emphasis on the subject of 
inheritance, and made numerous cosmetic improvements all around. 

To facilitate preparing a will, we have also published the will and 
other tables and forms in the appendices as a stand-alone booklet titled, 
“Islamic Will & Testament”. 

An Important Warning 

Many situations and concepts discussed in this series (The Inevitable 
Journey) relate to ghayb '. In dealing with such issues, we should 
apply the following important rules: 

a) Matters of ghayb that are mentioned in the Qur an and Sunnah 
should be fully accepted and believed in. 

b) The texts concerning ghayb have real meanings that are within 
human reason. Otherwise, Allah would not have mentioned 
them to us. For example, the texts about Jannah describe trees, 
fruits, rivers, jewelry, clothing, and other things that are known 
to us. This gives us a general idea about what to expect there, 
even though we know that there is no comparison between the 
everlasting splendor of Jannah and the temporary glitter of this 
life. 

c) Unless there is authentic evidence to the contrary, ghayb issues 
should be understood and interpreted in accordance with the 
apparent meaning of the texts. 

d) Our reason is based on our experience in our physical world. 
Since ghayb relates to a world different from ours, our physical 
laws do not govern it. Therefore, we should not attempt to 
subject ghayb issues to such laws. 


I Ghayb refers to all knowledge that is beyond the reaeh of human perception. 
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We ask Allah, the Almighty, to guide the Muslims to His Book and 
to His Messenger’s (0) Sunnah in all of their affairs. He is All- 
Hearing, All-Knowing. 
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CHAPTER 1 


INTRODUCTION 


Inheritance Is Governed by Islam 

Allah (HO has provided us with a great guidance, Islam, that covers all 
aspects of our life. Since nothing can escape Allah’s knowledge and 
wisdom, Islam is a most complete code — not only in regard to private 
acts of worship and moral principles, but also in day-to-day dealings 
among people. It guides our steps in transactions and finance, it directs 
us in matters of earning and spending, and it even provides us with a 
systematic process for passing down our wealth from predecessor to 
successor. 

Therefore, the way an inheritance is divided among heirs is a 
religious issue that Allah (Hg) precisely determined in His revelation. 
Our obligation is to understand this issue so as to be able to implement 
it correctly. It is also an obligation on us to take the necessary steps to 
prevent misappropriating our estate after we die. 

Our Financial Responsibility 

We Are Accountable for Our Earning and Spending 

The material properties and other rights that we possess in this world 
are a trust from Allah. During our lifetime, we are required to use 
them in the way that is most pleasing to our Lord (Dig). 

On the Day of Judgement, Allah (Hi) will surely hold us 
accountable for this trust. He will ask us about our wealth — how we 
earned it, and how we spent it. 

Ibn Mas‘ud and Abu Burazah (t$b) reported that Allah’s 
Messenger (Hi) said: 

« , * 

u-t J 1 -^. 0-* ^LJLlI fjj ^>\ Uji Jjj: 
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you are healthy and short of funds, fearing poverty 
and hoping for wealth. Do not postpone it till, when 
your soul reaches your throat, you say, “Give so 
much to so-and-so, and so much to so-and-so. Verily, 
by then, so-and-so had already gotten so much.> ' 


Thus, servant of Allah, when you sit down to evaluate your estate 
or write your will, remember this, and think earnestly of things you 
can do with your wealth now that will benefit you after death. 2 

We ask Allah to guide us and grant us righteousness, a good end, 
and death upon the testimony of Islam — amm. 


Recorded by al-Bukharl, Muslim, and others. 

The reader is urged to read in this regard the chapter “Things that Benefit the Dead” 
from our book, “Life in al-Barzakh'\ which is Part 4 of this series (The Inevitable 
Journey). 


CHAPTER 2 


TEXTS CONCERNING INHERITANCE 


Introduction 

In this chapter, we cite texts from the Qur’an and Sunnah that deal 
with inheritance, following each citation with a brief commentary. 
These largely provide the textual foundation for the rules of 
inheritance, which are discussed in the next chapter. 

For our subsequent discussions, we define “legal heir” as an heir 
to whom the Islamic Law of Inheritance gives a portion of the 
deceased's estate. Legal heirs are normally “standard” (parents, 
offspring, siblings, and spouses). In the absence of enough standard 
heirs to cover the whole estate, the unclaimed part may go to “non- 
standard” heirs (relatives through female lineage). 


The Estate Goes to the Legal Heirs 


The estate of a deceased goes to the heirs that have been legally 
indicated in the Islamic law. The Islamic state has no right to any part 
of it, except in the rare situation where the deceased was not survived 
by any relatives — near or distant. Allah (iM) says: 



, yi jy n* J^> 


j\ ii. jj u, ji'jj y i jy lu 


l 0 ^ 

s 1°. 


V *LJI <0 £*• ^ 


«For men is a share of what the parents and close 
relatives leave, and for women is a share of what the 
parents and close relatives leave, be it little or 


5 



Chapter 3 


60 


Inheritance 


Example 

A deceased is survived by a maternal uncle, two daughters of full 
sisters, and two daughters of maternal sisters. The solution is as 
follows: 


Heir 

Substituting for 

6 7 

M. uncle 

Mother ({) 

1 

F. sister’s daughter 

F. sister (^) 

2 

F. sister’s daughter 

F. sister (-|) 

2 

M. sister’s daughter 

M. sister ({) 

1 

M. sister’s daughter 

M. sister (|) 

1 


CHAPTER 4 

EXAMPLES AND COMPUTATIONS 

Introduction 

The examples in this chapter are relatively simple, but they should 
cover or resemble most common inheritance cases. These, together 
with the concepts and examples that we introduced in the previous 
chapter, should make it possible to deal with more complicated cases. 

In the following examples, “R” is the estate’s remainder after 
giving all shares that are explicitly prescribed in the Quran and 
Sunnah. We also use other symbols and abbreviations that have been 
defined in the previous chapter (pp. 36-38, 41). 

Each of the following sections (except for ‘ Awal ) is divided into 
two subsections: annotated cases, and cases solved using the window 
method. The examples in the two subsections are usually different, but 
may sometimes be repeated. 

Finding the base and individual shares from individual ratios is a 
process that requires a reasonable ability in dealing with fractional 
numbers and performing arithmetic computations. The readers should 
either be able to perform these computations by themselves, or find 
help in performing them. 

Simple Prescription Cases 

Annotated Examples 


1 . 


Heir 

Share 

Notes 

Husband 

1 

4 

By prescription 

Son 

2 

4 

By prescription (or taslb) 
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